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REMOTE ABORIGINAL COMMUNITIES — SERVICE DELIVERY 

343. Ms W.M. DUNCAN to the Minister for Regional Development: 
Before I ask my question, on behalf of the member for Carine, I would like to acknowledge in the gallery the 
year 6 group from Our Lady of Grace School. 

Can the minister please outline the processes established to reform service delivery in remote Aboriginal 
communities? 

Mr D.T. REDMAN replied: 
I thank the member for Kalgoorlie for her question, and I know that for someone who is extremely passionate 
about the people who live in the Ngaanyatjarra lands, and others, she is very, very focused on getting better 
outcomes for the people in those communities, and I know that our pathway towards getting changes in these 
remote areas is very, very important in trying to get better outcomes. 

What is patently clear, certainly to everyone I have spoken to, including Aboriginal leaders, and even as recently 
as about three hours ago with an Aboriginal corporation from the Kimberley, is that they talked about their 
support for the status quo being unacceptable. That is the absolute given. That is the reason why this government 
is embarking on a path to try to get better outcomes for the people who live in those remote communities. I think 
it is really important that the public focus and the focus of government decision-making is on the people in those 
communities and getting better outcomes, rather than the focus about communities and closure and the like. It is 
really important that we focus on what is important here. 

Mr M. McGowan interjected. 

The SPEAKER: Leader of the Opposition! 

Mr D.T. REDMAN: I know that this government is not going to be successful in moving down a path of 
change—because there are lots of examples in the past where there has been failure in this space, and we 
continue to invest in failure—and I know that we are not going to be able to get a plan in place and support any 
sort of reform until it has the support of Aboriginal leaders. I make that point right up-front. So the 
announcement today by the Premier, the Minister for Aboriginal Affairs, Hon Helen Morton and me—as playing 
key roles—was that we will be embarking on a process to get together a plan and a strategy for how we will 
focus on service delivery in remote communities and on infrastructure and development investment. 

On the back of that, two key ministers will play two key active roles: Hon Helen Morton as Minister for 
Child Protection on the human services part of that, and me as Minister for Regional Development on the 
infrastructure and investment. One of the reasons that I have brought myself to the table on this matter is that 
I also know that if we look at some of the work that we have done in the Kimberley, in particular around the 
development of that region and what the blueprints that we have put in place have informed us on, Aboriginal 
development equals regional development. Until we actually address this issue, and until we have people who 
are getting into a position to be able to engage in the economy, it will be a foot on the hose to the regional 
development of the Kimberley. So we are eternally focused — 

Mr P. Papalia interjected. 

The SPEAKER: Member for Warnbro! 

Mr D.T. REDMAN: We are eternally focused — 

Several members interjected. 

The SPEAKER: Member for West Swan, I call you to order for the first time, member for Warnbro for the 
second time, and member for North West Central for the first time, and I want this to continue now. 

Mr D.T. REDMAN: We are eternally focused on getting better outcomes for those people. 

The structure behind this, of course, starts with a subcommittee of cabinet, which is a clear indication from this 
government of the priority it is putting on this challenge. A reform unit that will sit under that—that is, under the 
respective government agencies—to ensure that any work that is done in service delivery — 

Several members interjected. 

The SPEAKER: Member for West Swan, I call you to order for the second time. 

Mr D.T. REDMAN: — also works in concert with any government investment in that infrastructure. Also, 
a regional council is focused on bringing together a strategic focus that will have Aboriginal leadership 
represented on that to work with government to get the right strategies and to get outcomes for their people; and 
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then coming down to district leadership groups, which will also have Aboriginal representation to ensure that on-
ground delivery of a plan that is put in place will actually make a difference. 

Can I say right from the outset that one of the backbone thinkings through this is that there is no intent by this 
government to disconnect Aboriginal people from their culture and tradition—no intent to disconnect them from 
their Aboriginal culture and tradition. The notion of Aboriginal people being put in a place to make a choice 
between tradition and culture and a modern economy is wrong. There is no reason why they cannot be strongly 
focused on their culture and tradition and be a part of the economy. We need to make sure that any decisions we 
make are consistent with that. There is recognition that — 

Several members interjected. 

The SPEAKER: I do not want to hear any more. I just want to clear up one thing. The member for West Swan is 
on three calls, and the member for Warnbro is on two calls. I want a short summing up, please. 

Mr D.T. REDMAN: There is recognition that we do not have all the answers, and that is why we have 
embarked on this process. But I know one thing for sure, and that is if the collective view is that what is there 
now is unacceptable, it needs to be changed. If we aspire to not having any change, then we aspire to the status 
quo, which is unacceptable. 
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